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        About OPA

        

The Ohio Pharmacists Association (OPA) was formed September 2, 1879 in Columbus, Ohio under the name Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association (OSPA).


The purpose of the Association was to elevate the character of the pharmaceutical profession, by uniting the reputable druggists of the state in order to foster the education of those learning the art and thereby stimulate the talent of those engaged in pharmacy. In cooperation with its members and leaders, the present-day OPA continues to function by this purpose and act to positively impact the profession as these past extraordinary individuals did.


The mission of the Ohio Pharmacists Association is to invest in and empower Ohio pharmacists in every setting as the medication expert.

        Learn More About OPA
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 Staff Directory


        

        
Ohio Pharmacists Foundation

        

The mission of the Ohio Pharmacists Foundation (OPF) is to provide educational programs for pharmacists, pharmacy technicians and consumers of health care that enhance the practice of pharmacy and patient outcomes, and to conduct research to support these efforts.

        Learn More about OPF 
      

      
        OPA Executive Fellowship in Leadership and Association Management

        

The Ohio Pharmacists Association Executive Fellowship in Leadership and Association Management is a postgraduate training program conducted at the Ohio Pharmacists Association headquarters under the direction of the staff of OPA. The fellowship is an excellent experience for those interested in learning all areas that are critical to any successful nonprofit organization and in developing leadership skills.

Learn More about the Fellowship
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Impact the future of your profession through OPA advocacy and receive monthly legislative updates. Continue your professional growth with cutting-edge continuing pharmacy education (CPE) which is discounted for members. Keep up-to-date on industry developments via Ohio Pharmacy Newsline, OPA’s bi-weekly e-news brief, and the Ohio Pharmacist bi-monthly journal. Stay connected with Ohio’s pharmacy community through networking opportunities such as OPA’s committees and special interest groups as well as OPA social media. Gain exclusive access to Members Only content including salary surveys, collaborative practice agreements, and more!
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OPA, in conjunction with the ACPE-accredited provider Ohio Pharmacists Foundation, provides the quality Continuing Education Programs you need to ensure your professional and business development. We make it simple to obtain your credits toward relicensure and, as an OPA member, you receive substantial discounts on all CPE offerings including:

	Live seminars with cutting edge topics and top-notch speakers
	In-depth certificate programs on topics such as Immunization and Smoking Cessation
	Jurisprudence Education, qualifying for Ohio's CE requirement and much more
	Online Education


        Learn More
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 OPA / ODH Nicotine Use Disorder Certificate Program



 Home Study
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        Entrepreneurship Center

        

The Entrepreneurship Center provides pharmacists and student pharmacists with the business skills needed to be successful in today’s economy. A valuable resource for Ohio’s new and existing entrepreneurs, it serves to foster the skills necessary to develop viable, sustainable business models and to create novel practices within pharmacy practice by providing resources and education to Ohio’s pharmacists.

         Find Out More!
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        Legislative Advocacy

        

Pharmacy is facing more legislative battles than ever before, and we know these fights will continue into the future. Obtaining provider status, opening restrictive networks, regulating PBMs, and increasing vaccination authority, expanding consult agreements with physicians. OPA and Ohio pharmacists are actively involved in these issues, and we must keep making progress.

        Find Out More!
      

      
        Legislative Updates

        

OPA lobbyists are hard at work to impact the pharmacy profession in Ohio. Find out the latest initiatives and bills that are being pushed through the Ohio General Assembly.

        Read the latest updates
      

      
        Political Action Committee

        

The Pharmacy Political Action Committee is a voluntary, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization of pharmacists who are interested in promoting good government and public health. Pharmacy PAC money contributed by pharmacists goes to help candidates who support pharmacy in Ohio.

        Learn more about Ohio Pharmacy PAC
      

      
        Legislative Defense Funds

        

The OPA LDF was created in 2014 at the request of an independent pharmacy owner seeking to help OPA boost its advocacy efforts for pharmacists. Unlike a Political Action Committee (PAC) fund, where personal funds are given directly to political campaigns, both personal and corporate funds are accepted by the LDF to enhance our government affairs endeavors, and there are no limits on the amount you can give. Contributions from corporate funds may be tax deductible as a business expense.

        Learn more LDF
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Impact the future of your profession through OPA advocacy and receive monthly legislative updates. Keep up-to-date on industry developments via Ohio Pharmacy Newsline, OPA’s bi-weekly e-news brief. Stay connected with Ohio’s pharmacy community through networking opportunities such as OPA’s committees and special interest groups. Gain exclusive access to Members Only content including salary surveys, collaborative practice agreements, and more. Student membership pays for itself by attending 2 OPA events!
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OPA has created the Independent Special Interest Group (SIG) to help ensure not only independent pharmacy's survival in Ohio, but success. The Independent SIG is providing its members with important benefits, and is a key resource and activist in independent pharmacy matters. Members receive valuable assistance in pharmacy management, help with third-party issues (including audits), an information source on specific issues affecting independents, and an advocate/representative on pertinent committees.
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Clinical services allow pharmacists to practice at the top of their license. And, as the most accessible healthcare professionals, pharmacists are well-positioned to take on expanded patient care roles. Whether the focus is to improve patient outcomes or reduce overall health costs, pharmacists are an important part of the healthcare.
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Complete Story
 
Allowable Changes by a Prescriber to an Original Prescription
Background:   OPA began receiving numerous complaints concerning a major third-party payer that was auditing Ohio pharmacies.  In each case, the auditor(s) were asserting that properly documented changes, made by the pharmacist to an original prescription, per the direction of the prescriber, were illegal per Ohio Pharmacy Law.  The third-party payer further alleged such illegal prescriptions were non-reimbursable, and that no documentation would be accepted to refute the findings of the audit.  Finally, the third-party payer included these hotly contested "discrepancies" in the calculation of a ratio, always to the detriment of the pharmacy, which was interpreted by the third-party payer as permitting it to extrapolate the amount recouped from the pharmacy.  It goes without saying that the third-party payer was all to willing to withhold the extrapolated recoupment from a pharmacy's future remittance if the pharmacy challenged the audit results.



It bears noting that OPA has in the past commented that the auditing of third-party claims is logical and makes good business sense, considering the fact that the payers are remitting for services sight unseen.  The payer receives no tangible benefit, no proof that services really did take place.  Thus, just as a good auto mechanic has the parts which were replaced available for the customer's inspection, pharmacists should be prepared to have the necessary documentation concerning a third-party prescription available for review by third-party auditors.  Similarly, it bears noting that OPA works to maintain a healthy working relationship with third-party payers, striving to strengthen lines of communication to facilitate constructive dialog.  In line with this mindset, OPA attempted to interact with the third-party payer to clear up the misinterpretation of the third-party payer and its auditors.  Unfortunately, the third-party payer was unreceptive to OPA's efforts, categorically insisting the validity of the erroneous allegations.




OPA's next tack was to request written documentation from the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy specifically detailing the opinion of the Board [click here for text], as well as the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rule(s) on which the position was based.  OPA felt it would be very beneficial for the entire Board to be involved in setting the opinion, and that the Board's discussion of the issue should be documented in the official minutes of the Board.  Thus, OPA requested a Board opinion for the requirements of when a new prescription is necessary and what changes to a prescription may be made by a verbal order from the prescriber after a written prescription has been issued.




Response:   The State Board of Pharmacy's staff was very helpful in both facilitating the obtaining of a Board opinion and promptly providing documentation [click here for text].  The crux of the opinion indicated:





Any prescription, other than a schedule II drug, may be orally transmitted by the prescriber or the prescriber's agent, OAC 4729-5-30(K).  Thus, if there is a question with any part of the prescription, prior to the original dispensing, the pharmacist may orally contact the prescriber and obtain clarification.  This clarification may be documented or the pharmacist may simply create a new oral prescription.  This would include authorization for "Dispense as Written".  The Board's rules do not specifically state how to document the information.  If the pharmacist has corrected part of a prescription prior to the original dispensing and there is documentation of the change, the Board would accept this as long as the prescriber acknowledges that they authorized the change.




Discussion:   Clearly, it is the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy's opinion that authorization for "Dispense as Written" may be documented on the original prescription, by the pharmacist, pursuant to orally contacting the prescriber and obtaining clarification (so long as the prescription is not for a schedule II drug).  The Board does not view this clarification/correction by the pharmacist any differently than any other clarification/correction.




Going Forward:   If your pharmacy was one of the many pharmacies affected by an audit where Ohio Pharmacy Law was misinterpreted regarding changes you made to a written, issued prescription based upon verbal clarification/correction from the prescriber, request that the third-party payer reopen the audit for appropriate correction and monetary adjustment.  If your pharmacy is scheduled for a third-party audit, have a copy of this article available for the auditor in an attempt to prevent further misinterpretation.





Note:  The text files referenced above require the Adobe Acrobat Reader which can be downloaded FREE of charge from www.adobe.com

Printer-Friendly Version
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